n e w s l i ne

NEWSLINE y October 2016

Six-mon t h ly n ot es an d news o f
his min is t ry from Joh n Blanchard
No. 41

October 2016

Z Amazing Greece! Y

T

his is not a misquotation of the opening words of John Newton’s famous
hymn—but a phrase that came to mind as I set out to write this piece. I first
preached in Greece in 1967, and until this October had not done so since 1985,
so when Pam joined me on the flight to Athens I was keen to get an updated
picture of the Christian scene.

We began at the First Greek Evangelical church for a meeting organized by Imago
Church, Athens, where Giotis Kantartzis is Dei (Image of God), a committed group of
the dynamic pastor. Founded in 1858, the young people dedicated to reaching their
church is located in a prime position in generation by means of an apologetics
the city, and exercises a very wide ministry. ministry. Two or three times a month
This includes work among abandoned they hold meetings in coffee bars, and are
city kids, occupational training for the encouraged to see the work growing. The
unemployed, drug rehabilitation, and meeting with them was well attended and
work on university campuses. It has also included an excellent Q and A session
organized four church plants, including which seemed particularly helpful.
those catering for Russians and Iranians.
The next engagement was at the Greek
Many Iranians have been baptized and at Bible College in Pikermi, outside of
least two women rescued from trafficking Athens. A professor there said he first heard
have been converted and are growing in me preach at a conference in Leptokarya,
the faith. It was a privilege to be back at Macedonia in 1979. He had then only been
the church
a Christian for
Crowds at The Parthenon, Athens
after so many
three months,
years, and the
eagerly drank
ministry being
in the ministry,
enthusiastically
and
soon
r e c e i v e d
afterwards
by several
found a Greek
h u n d r e d
translation
people made it
of one of my
a very special
books and had
occasion.
b e e n g re at ly
On
the
helped by it.
following day
Established
we were back
thirty-five
at t h e s a m e
years ago, and

‘As much as I can, as well as I can, for as long as I can’
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Main street in Ancient Corinth

the only evangelical college in the country,
GBC has provided pastors for most of the
nation’s evangelical churches. It currently
has forty-five students. Fairly recently it
was threatened with closure because of a
zoning law, but not only did it miraculously
acquire adjacent property, but the zoning
law was changed, with the result that the
college will soon be twice its size! Pam
gave her testimony at the chapel hour,
and I spoke on a given apologetics theme.
We were both translated by the Academic
Dean, Jeffrey Baldwin, and were very well
received.
On the following day we flew to
Thessalonica, for engagements at the
Evangelical Church there. The pastor
is a long-time friend, Dr Demosthenes
Katsarkas, who not only shepherds a
growing congregation now meeting in one
of the most superbly designed modern
churches of its size that I have ever come
across, but is also the founder and General
Director of the city’s St Luke’s Hospital,
opened in 1975, and in which his wife
Evniki heads up the administration. This
remarkable institution has a staff of 500
and treats over 2,000 patients a month.

It conducts about eighty
surgical procedures every
day and nearly 100 cardiac
operations a month. It
is recognized as one of
the best hospitals in the
Balkans, and combines
its medical work with
consistent sharing of the
gospel. There is a New
Testament by every bed,
other in-house Christian
publications are available,
and Dr Katsarkas
broadcasts a three-minute
devotional message to the
entire hospital morning
and evening. It is estimated that in a given
year, by these and other means, including
the caring services of Christian staff, more
people learn about the love of Christ in St
Luke’s Hospital than are visitors to all the
evangelical churches in Greece combined,
and there are many testimonies of patients
who have been healed physically and
spiritually.
The services at the church were very
well attended, especially the one at which
I had been invited to explain features in
our humanity that pointed powerfully to
the existence, wisdom and holiness of our
Creator. Judicious local advertising had
encouraged many people outside of the
church membership to attend.
From there we drove south to Katerini,
where I had first preached in Greece
almost exactly fifty years ago. The pastor
of the Greek Evangelical Church was
away at a conference in Korea, but the
local arrangements were made by my
close friend George Kantartzis, who had
organized the entire tour with his usual
meticulous attention to detail. The Saturday
night apologetics meeting was crammed
to capacity by the time the last people
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studies, teaching the girls
to take care of their lives
and to learn skills that will
lead to a dignified source of
income. Some of the girls
have already trusted the
Lord and returned to their
own country.
S om e h ow s qu e e z i n g
time in to visit biblical
sites in Athens, Corinth
and Philippi were bonuses,
but our deepest memories
will be testimonies of
God’s grace. A man told
me t hat l iste n i ng my
Reading Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill, Athens (Acts 17)
tapes was a factor in him
came (Greeks use calendars, not clocks!), returning from ‘a good life’ in Canada to
including gypsies, Orthodox and many serving needy kids in Greece by heading
young people. I had earlier given the church up Benjamin Child Support Society.
a large supply of Ultimate Questions in We met a lady whose grandfather was
Greek, and every one was taken afterwards. appointed by Joseph Stalin to promote
The Sunday morning attendance was Soviet Communism in Greece. She is now
considerably larger than usual, and the a Christian and virtually all her family are
evening service (at which Pam also spoke) regularly under the sound of gospel. After
our final service, a man with tears in his
was apparently three times its normal size.
These are merely a few notes about the eyes told me, ‘Tonight I have begun a new
public ministry, but there was much else life with Jesus.’
‘Amazing Greece’? Pam and I certainly
on the tour. It was a privilege to meet and
pray with Viorica Tatura, who works with think so!
Nea Zoi (New Life) for the support and
restoration of prostitutes in Greece.
She told us that in Athens alone
there are 350 legalized brothels,
while untold numbers of prostitutes,
trafficked in from Africa and Syria,
are detained in ‘safe’ houses, let out
to ply their trade, and only offered
freedom when they have paid their
traffickers 30–40,000 Euros. We
also spent several hours with Cecilia
Sakatira, a Ghanaian who works
with prostitutes from five different
countries. Through Threads of Hope
she runs sewing classes and Bible
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Y Ulster Once More Y

I

n planning a year’s Popular Christian Apologetics Tours, Northern Ireland
is always a priority, and 2016 was no exception. At the end of September,
Howard Williams joined Pam and me to serve churches in this delightful part of
the United Kingdom.
We b egan in Enniskillen, where
businessman Brendan Jones has
transformed a quadrangle of old, listed
buildings into a superb site of facilities
simply called The Stables. I had been there
many times before, but the warmth of
the welcome never wavers, nor does the
close attention to the ministry, this time
as I sought to answer a question everyone
should ask: ‘Why am I here?’
On the following morning we were in
Newtonbreda Baptist Church, Belfast,
where I preached on the church’s currently
ongoing theme Deep and Wide (deeper
into God, and wider into our world) to a
congregation of 500. It was a special joy
to have the service led by my friend the
Belfast-based lawyer Steve Wright, whose
father, Professor Verna Wright had been
such an inspiration to me. In the evening,
I pre a che d to a
large congregation
in Portrush, where
the superblyrefurbished
Presbyterian church
hosted a s er vice
fo c u ss e d on t he
authority and
integrity of the Bible.
Our next stop was
at First Presbyterian
Church, Dromara,
where
Shaw
Thompson leads a
growing, f r uitful
work. The church
has known its

dark moments, not least four members
murdered by terrorists during the notorious
Troubles, but has also seen great blessing,
especially among young people. It was
good while there to hear of an atheist who
came to faith reading Right with God and
of someone else converted while reading
Ultimate Questions.
Other engagements were in First
Presbyterian Church, Lisburn, Bethany
B ap t i s t C hu r c h , B a n g or a n d t h e
Presbyterian Church in Castledawson,
which was founded in 1694. Each of these
meetings made positive contributions
to the tour, one feature of which was the
exceptional response to the special book
offers. In the case of ‘Why are you here?’,
we had to have extra supplies flown over to
meet the demand. We trust that God will
graciously use the entire tour to his glory.

With Pastor Steven Curry in Bangor
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 Pam’s Page 

S

ince the last edition of Newsline it has been such an
encouragement to have so many ladies share with me how
God has blessed them, and to have the opportunity of spending
time with others who have asked for help. Supporting John’s ministry in this
way means a great deal to me, and I know that he appreciates it. Our times
in Scotland and N. Ireland were particularly rewarding, and it was a great joy
to share spiritual insights and experiences with ladies from so many different
churches.
Our final tour
in O c tob er was in
Greece and I had the
privilege of speaking
at engagements at the
Greek Bible College in
Pikermi, near Athens,
and in the Greek
Evangelical Church
in Katerini. Although
John’s speaking schedule
was heavy, we also
found time to visit Mars
Hill in Athens, as well
as Philippi and Ancient
Corinth. These were
Where Lydia was baptized at Philippi (Acts 16)
moving experiences as
we remembered that it
was in such places that the Apostle Paul first who needed food, clothing, shelter and
preached the gospel in Europe.
emotional support had a Christian basis.
We also spent time with Christians who
In Athens and nearby we were also
are helping the huge number of refugees in touch with two Christians who in
arriving in the country from Syria and different ministries are doing their best
elsewhere. Some were receiving them into to help girls who have been trafficked
their homes while others were working in from Africa and forced into prostitution.
the various camps, helping to rehabilitate We were deeply moved by the stories
them. One man told us harrowing stories of they told us, and challenged by their
his work on the island of Lesbos, including dedication and commitment. It was such
the burial of many bodies washed ashore, an encouragement to hear of those who
having not survived the perilous journey had been rescued from their appalling
across the Aegean Sea. Significantly, situation, and who in some cases had
he told us that virtually all the agencies returned to their home country. It was all
sharing in trying to meet the needs of so a confirmation of the truth that the gospel
many hundreds of traumatized refugees really can transform lives.
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Y June = Scotland Y

F

or several years now, ‘Popular Christian Apologetics Tour of Scotland’ has
been a fixture in my June diary, and this year Pam, Howard Williams and I
again headed north of the border. We broke the journey in the far north-west
of England for Sunday services in Emmanuel Church, Workington, Cumbria. It
was good to preach there and to spend time afterwards engaging with people,
including some who had not yet come to faith.
On the Monday, we moved into Scotland
for a meeting at Trinity Church in Dalry,
Ayrshire. This may have been my sixth
time with Trinity’s minister, Martin
Thomson—and once again it was a pleasure
to serve him. I was
asked to speak on the
subject of my latest
book—Why are you
here?—and it was good
to pursue the issue
over refreshments
afterwards.
Our next stop
was Blackwood,
Lanarkshire. In 1984
I led an exceptionally
f r uit f u l mission in
nearby Kirkmuirhill.
The national church’s
unbiblical stance on
human sexuality and
same-sex relationships
led to the formation of
Hope Church, and The Community Wing
at the local school was filled to capacity for
the meeting, which included a lively Q and
A session.
A long drive took us next to Poolewe,
Wester Ross for a return visit. Events in
rural areas are often better supported than
those in urban locations, and Poolewe was
a case in point, with a very good Q and
A session, and people reluctant to leave
afterwards.
Next came the 2½ hour ferry to The

Isle of Lewis for two meetings, one in
Carloway on the west coast and the
other in the island’s capital, Stornoway.
Within a mile of Carloway there was
no sign of a house, a car or a person—

With The Rev James McIver

yet we were encouraged to have about 80
people at the meeting in a church led by
the recently-appointed minister Thomas
Davis. With sunrise on the island at
4:15am and sunset at 10:45pm, we had
ample time to appreciate its beauty, and
we also enjoyed the hospitality of The Rev
James McIver and his wife Donna. After
a service defending the integrity of the
Bible, virtually everyone came to a second
gathering in the superb MA Macleod
Memorial Hall for refreshments and a
wide-ranging interview.

Back on the mainland, I preached at
both Sunday services at Smithton Church,
Inverness (virtually my home church in
Scotland!). Our hosts for three nights in
the Inverness area were Scott and LizAnn
Lauder, whose generous hospitality made a
welcome break from the time-consuming
routine of packing and unpacking every
day. On the following day we were in
Alness, Ross and Cromarty. A church in
nearby Roskeen has transformed an old
Co-op supermarket into a multi-purpose
community centre/café, and this was an
ideal setting for a meeting to follow up an
excellent time there last year.
A long drive took us to Peterhead,
Aberdeenshire, where the local Baptist
church arranged an informal evening at
The Palace Hotel. The church had catered
for 100, but nearly 150 came and gave rapt
attention to the ministry. We next headed
south for the final three engagements.
The first was at the Baptist Church in
Musselburgh, East Lothian, where a
presentation on ‘Where is God when
things go wrong?’ provoked searching
contributions in the Q and A session.
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Next came Edinburgh, where our
meeting was in the recently-formed
Christ Church, led by David Court. The
attendance was not large (it was EU
Referendum night!) but people received
the message very warmly, and responded
well to the books that Howard made
available.
Our last engagement was in Glasgow.
The entire congregation of St George’s
Tron church had seceded from the Church
of Scotland and, forced to vacate its
premises, moved to Bath Street. A room
doubling as a café was the setting for our
meeting, and it was a special privilege
to bring an evangelistic message to a
roomful of people, including many invited
unbelievers.
Looking back on the tour involving two
flights and well over 1,500 miles of road
travel, there are many encouragements:
safety and good timing in all the travel;
good health for the whole team; energy
for all the preaching and speaking
engagements; three pastors who told me I
had been instrumental in their conversion;
one man telling me that he had come to
faith reading Ultimate
Q u e s t i o n s , a n ot h e r
that he did so when
I preached at a
convention some years
ago; and a man calling
a minister at 10pm one
night to say that after
that evening’s meeting
he had gone home and
trusted the Lord. June
= Scotland—and great
thanksgiving!

Cafe meeting at The Tron Church, Glasgow
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Y coming engagements 2016–2017 Z

At the time of going to print these are my engagements for the next six months. Please pray
for God’s enabling and blessing at these events—and plan to attend any scheduled to be
held near you. It would be a great encouragement to meet you and to thank you personally
for your interest in my ministry.

November

2017

6 CANARY ISLANDS: Faros Christian
Fellowship, Calle Pizarro 8, Corralejo,
Fuerteventura. [Info: gerhard@faros.ws]

January

13 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community
Church, Banstead Junior School,
T h e Hor s e s h o e , B ans t e a d , SM 7
2BQ [Info: 01737 300903 or dan@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
27 AYLESBURY, Bucks: ‘Tough Questions’
service at Limes Avenue Baptist Church,
Limes Avenue, Aylesbury [Info: 01296
415327 or alan.harvey@labaptistchurch.
org]
29 BANSTEAD: Banstead Community Church
Evangelistic Dinner at Cuddington
Golf Club [Info 07761 747170 or tim@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
The rest of November is reserved for study,
preparation and writing.

21 GUILDFORD, Surrey: Evangelistic breakfast.
Details t.b.a.
The rest of January is reserved for study,
preparation and writing.

February
15–28 SOUTH AFRICA: Engagements in various
parts of the country, including Gauteng,
KwaZuku Natal and Western Cape.
[Info: peter@christianbooks.co.za]

March
1–13 SOUTH AFRICA: Engagements in various
parts of the country, including Gauteng,
KwaZuku Natak and Western Cape.
[Info: peter@christianbooks.co.za

April

A possible visit to the United States.

December
18 FETCHAM, Surrey: Carol Service at Christ
Church, Oakfield Junior School, Bell
Lane, Fetcham KT22 9ND [Info: 01372
800397]
The rest of December is reserved for study,
preparation and writing.

JOIN THE TEAM
Thank you for reading Newsline. If you would like to receive future issues by
email please let me know at jbsarnia@gmail.com

