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Z How was your weekend? Y

I

f you had asked me that on a certain day in June, I would have been able to
give you a very positive reply. It was not possible to do the usual Popular
Christian Apologetics tour in Scotland in June, but a scaled-down visit was
arranged, and Pam I stayed for a few days in the welcoming home of our dear
friends Scott and LizAnn Lauder in Inverness.
The tiny town of Dornoch is surely
unique. With a population of just over
1,200 it boasts a 13th Century cathedral,
a one-time Bishop’s Palace, a castle, and
one of the world’s finest golf courses. On
the Saturday night, the Dornoch and
District Christian Fellowship, under the
leadership of Grant Fairns and a team of
elders and deacons, arranged an apologetics
outreach event in Dornoch Social Club.
The attendance was very encouraging,
with extra chairs having to be brought
in, and when the chairman announced
that he had become a Christian in 1989
after reading Right with God I was hugely
heartened. There was excellent attention to
a presentation about the meaning of life,
and Grant Fairns has since written,
‘We had a very positive response
from non-Christians who attended
and appreciation from believers too.
We would be delighted to have you
with us again.’ Good conversations
with people afterwards included
someone telling Pam that Ultimate
Questions had been instrumental in
their conversion.
On the Sunday night, Greyfriars
Free Church of Scotland, Inverness,

hosted a united church service, when
the sanctuary was virtually filled for a
presentation on the authority, reliability and
relevance of the Bible and an evangelistic
exposition of its gospel message. As
in Dornoch, the attention was excellent,
and the remainder of the books I had
ordered for the visit to Scotland were all
taken. Pam handled these, and was told
by several people that they had come to
faith through one or another of my titles.
What an encouragement to Newsline
readers who pray for God’s blessing on my
writing ministry! The minister, Malcolm
Maclean, was keen that we should return
when we were next in the area. It would not
be difficult to accept the invitation!

Pipe band in Dornoch

‘As much as I can, as well as I can, for as long as I can’
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Z Algarve Encouragement Y

F

or some time now, the early part of the year has included an opportunity to
take a week’s break in Portugal, with good friends Andrew and Jan Jack and
Keith and Vicky Young. Pam began to have this pleasure a few weeks after we
were married in 2015, so this was her third time to join me there. For the men,
the mornings mean golf, though this year lung problems and slow recovery from
hand surgery meant that I had to miss quite a bit of this (and played so badly
that I might have been better to miss it all!) but I am sure that the fresh air and
exercise were a bonus.
These visits always include an invitation
to preach at The International Evangelical
Church of the Algarve, and it was a special
privilege to be back there. IECA was the
first English-speaking church planted in
the country south of Lisbon, and under the
visionary leadership of the Dutch pastor
Peter Sluimer and his wife began life in
a hotel room in 1985. It then moved to a
restaurant, and a year later to a
dilapidated farm in Vale Judeu.
The growing fellowship next met
in a marquee behind the farm,
and eventually into a purposebuilt auditorium on the farm
property. The story has been told
in a beautifully designed book
The Village on the Hill, published
by EP Books; for details on how
to get a copy, contact Graham
Hind—ghind@epbooks.org.
It was good to preach a
straightforward gospel message
at IECA (with simultaneous
translation into Portuguese
and German) and there was an
unexpected blessing to follow.
While walking up to the marquee
now used for after-ser vice
fellowship and refreshments,
a man told me the story of his
conversion. At university, he was
a well-known atheist, and was
eventually barred from attending

Christian Union meetings as he was always
disrupting them. Then someone gave him
a copy of Does God Believe in Atheists?
and having read it all the way through he
was converted—and eventually became
the leader of the Christian Union! When
he also told me of a friend who came to
Christ after reading Ultimate Questions my
morning cup was running over.
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Z Ulster yet again Y

S

cores of visits to Northern Island over the past fifty years have not
dampened my enthusiasm for going there to share the Word of God,
and in September Howard Williams joined Pam and me for another week of
ministry.
A last-minute addition
took us to a young people’s
group in Magherafelt,
Co Londonderry, when
it was a privilege to speak
to a larger than expected
attendance on God’s call
to faith, godliness and
service.
Sunday saw us at two
services in the Baptist
Church in Moira, Co
Down. The church was
without a pastor, but it
was a special joy to have
the services led by a dear
and long-standing friend
Eric Clarke, who served with me in The
Movement for World Evangelization many
years ago, and with whom I had fruitful
fellowship in the UK, Canada, the USA and
Eastern Europe. It was also a delight to be
reminded that his wife Helen had come
to Christ during Crusade 65, a two-week
venture I led in Jersey over fifty years ago.
Two of the other events were held in
Belfast. The first was in Carryduff Gospel
Hall, where superb publicity led to an
overflow facility being needed in its fine
premises. The whole evening (including
the kind of ‘light refreshments’ at which
Ulster excels!) went exceptionally well,
and included someone telling me that he
had been involved in distributing 25,000
copies of Ultimate Questions at the Republic
of Ireland’s recent National Ploughing
Championship. Even more exciting was
to hear of four Roman Catholics who had

Reunion with the Clarkes

later professed conversion after reading
it. Another person told me he had been
involved in sending one million copies of
the booklet to Russia! The second event
was in Ballysillan Gospel Hall, a smaller but
equally warm-hearted fellowship where I
was asked to address the question ‘Can we
be good without God?’ This is a stimulating
subject and included a clear opportunity to
preach the gospel.
The remaining engagements were in
Portadown, Co Armagh, where I shared
a four-day ‘Life’s Big Questions’ event
with my good friend Stephen Wright, a
Belfast barrister who is also Senior Public
Prosecutor in the Public Prosecution
Service. Under the leadership of John
Kimber, Portadown Baptist Church is a
vibrant fellowship with a determined
commitment to evangelism, and it was a
privilege to help them do this.
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Z ‘Sarnia Cherie’! Y

T

his is the title of my home island of Guernsey’s anthem. Written by George
Deighton in 1911 it used the Latin for the island (Sarnia) and added the
French ‘Cherie’, making the title translate as ‘Dear Guernsey’.
A framed copy of the song’s sheet music
title page hangs in my home in Banstead
and the words came to life again when Pam
and I flew to the island in October to help
La Villiaze Evangelical Congregational
Church mark its 201st Anniversary.
We travelled a day earlier so that I could
show Pam some of the places that meant so
much to me—where I was born; the home
in St Peter Port where I began married life;
Candie Gardens, where I was converted;
and Holy Trinity Church, at which I spent
so much time. We also took in the island’s
beautiful scenery, especially on the west
coast, and the impressive underground
Occupation Museum with its hundreds of
artefacts from the years of German rule. We
also paused at the memorial plaque erected
to commemorate the martyrdom of three
women who were burned at the stake in
1556 during the Marian persecution.
La Villiaze has maintained a faithful

evangelical witness for twenty centuries,
and it was a privilege to serve it again.
Three services over the weekend and a
special anniversary dinner at La Villette
Hotel gave good opportunities to preach
God’s Word and to testify to his faithfulness
to me in the fifty-five years since I left the
island to begin my full-time preaching
ministry. A live Sunday morning interview
on BBC Radio Guernsey ran longer than
planned as the presenter probed the
motivation for my ministry.
While we were at the church, one lady
told me that she had come to faith after
reading Ultimate Questions, and a young
man who had done so recently told me he
was now reading several more of my books
he had found on the internet. It had been
several years since I was last on the island—
and I am being pressed not to leave it so
long before returning, with one particular
evangelistic event in mind.

St Peter
Port,
Guernsey
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Z One Life at a Time Y

1

0.50am—leave Guernsey on an Aurigny flight to London Gatwick. 12:30pm—
arrive home in Banstead. 2.30pm—leave for London Heathrow. 5.15pm—leave
on Bulgaria Air flight to Sofia. 10.45pm—arrive at Sofia airport. 12:30am—lights
out, with body clock set for 5am start that morning.
This was the run-up to the International
Leaders Conference held in Sofia by TEN
(Transforming Europe Now), at which I
had the honour to bring the Bible teaching
hour every morning. The conference was
attended by about 130 people, including
delegations from at least twelve East
European countries including Bulgaria,
Romania, Kosovo, Moldova, Serbia,
Montenegro and Albania.
All the sessions were held in the
remarkable five-storey First Baptist
Church near the city centre. The original
church building was commandeered by
the Communists, and when the land for
the new building was bought in 2002
the church had only enough money left
to put a fence around it. The new facility
was opened in 2015 and now, under the
dynamic leadership of Theodor (Teddy)
Oprenov and his wife Dimitrina (Didi) is
a thriving establishment, with a medical
centre, commercial offices and a coffee shop
(‘Coffee-ology’!) housed on the premises.
Not content that it becomes a preaching
centre, the Oprenovs aim to plant twenty
new churches in the next twenty years.
Hearing reports from the countries
represented at the conference was an eyeopener for me. Bulgaria has one of the
world’s largest pro-rata abortion rates.
Moldova’s dominant religion is Orthodox,
with 97% of its population claiming
adherence. All but three of the country’s
30 delegates had been Muslims, and spoke
of the absence of the concept of love in
Islamic teaching. Some of its delegates had
travelled fourteen hours by bus to get to

First Baptist Church, Sofia

Sofia. In Montenegro, virtually all of its
650,000 population is nominally Orthodox,
with only about 200 known evangelical
believers in the country. Its only delegates
were a husband and wife, who will have
driven twenty hours by the time they
returned home. Bosnia-Hertzegovina has
a population of about 3.5 million and an
unemployment rate of nearly 45%.
S eminars, discussion groups and
feedback sessions added depth to the
conference, and many delegates spoke of
being challenged, encouraged and blessed.
TEN’s mission statement is ‘Transforming
Europe one life at a time’—a worthy aim,
and one to which I believe the conference
will have made a significant contribution.
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 Pam’s Page 

U

nexpected time at home earlier this year gave me time to
reflect on our travel to various places and churches before
then. Churches were sometimes large, sometimes small, and had
different languages and styles of worship. With all the variety there was one
thing in common and that was we were all one in Christ. Our Christian faith
bound us together in love. In all those places it was always a special joy to see
first-hand how much they appreciated John’s ministry to them. That made all
the travel and often hard work so very worthwhile.
Visits in recent weeks to Ireland and
Guernsey were an encouragement with
some excellent meetings, and I especially
enjoyed being shown many places in
Guernsey that held special memories for
John. After his health issues, it was such
an encouragement in both places to see
how well he coped with the physical side of
preaching, and we are both so grateful for
the prayerful support of Newsline readers.
It was special when John spoke at the
TEN conference in Bulgaria. There were
120 church leaders from at least
twelve countries. What a joy to
sing the same hymns or to say the
Lord’s prayer in our own languages,
but as we did so the unifying factor
was the gospel as we enjoyed the
lovely fellowship of believers.
Bulgaria was special to me because
of my connection with TEN over
many years. Some of the folk at the
conference had at some time stayed
in my home and I had visited them
in their own country. What a joy to
visit the church I had prayed for and

been involved as TEN sought to help the
building come to fruition some twelve years
ago. More importantly, hearing from so
many about the work they continue to be
involved in as they share the gospel was a
great joy, and my heart was touched to see
how much progress had been made.
We are now about to leave for the USA
and look forward to some encouraging
times there. How much we value your
prayers as we seek to do ‘As much as we
can, as well as we can for as long as we can.

John preaching in Bulgaria

CAN YOU HELP?
Several hundred readers receive Newsline by email, which is a great
help as it saves the cost of postage. If you use the internet, please
consider joining them. Just send me a one-line message at jbsarnia@
gmail.com and I will arrange for this to be done.

The Truth About Hell
John Blanchard
Does hell really exist? Can we
know anything about it? And
why should hell be of any
concern to us?
“Both fascinating and
incredibly helpful, with lots
here that I had never thought
through before.” (Rico Tice,
evangelist at All Souls Langham
Place, London)

£3.49
£3.15 for 5+
£2.87 for 10+
£2.71 for 25+
£2.55 for 100+

To order
By telephone:

0330 2233 423

By post:

10ofThose, Unit C, Tomlinson Road,
Leyland, Lancashire, PR25 2DY

Online:

www.10ofthose.com
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Y coming engagements 2017–2018 Z

At the time of going to print these are my engagements for the next six months. For up
to date news, visit www.johnblanchard.org. Please pray for God’s enabling and blessing
at these events—and plan to attend any scheduled to be held near you. It would be a great
encouragement to meet you and to thank you personally for your interest in my ministry. I
would also consider other invitations for dates not already booked.

November
1–18 UNITED STATES: Various engagements in
S. Carolina and Mississippi.
28 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Cuddington Golf Club,
Banstead Road, Banstead, SM7 1RD.
Evangelistic Dinner hosted by Banstead
Community Church. [Info: tim@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk or 01737
850427 or 07761 747170].

December
17 FETCHAM, Surrey: Christ Church Carol
Service at Oakfield Junior School,
Bell Lane, Fetcham, KT22 9ND. [Info:
mtaylor@christianbooksworldwide.org
or 01372 372983.
31 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community
Church, Banstead Junior School,
T h e Hor s e s h o e , B ans t e a d , SM 7
2BQ [Info: 01737 300903 or dan@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk].

January 2018
14 BANSTEAD: Banstead Community Church,
Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe,
Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 01737 300903
or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk].

28 NEWTOWN, Powys, Wales: Newtown
Evangelical Church, Llanidloes Road,
Newtown, SY16 1HL, including ‘Hot
Potato’ evening service [Info: e.lloyd.p@
gmail.com or 01686 624343].

February
18 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community
Church, Banstead Junior School,
T h e Hor s e s h o e , B ans t e a d , SM 7
2BQ [Info: 01737 300903 or dan@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk].
20 SANDERSTEAD, Surrey: 60th Anniversary
of Gateway Group at Sanderstead
Evangelical Church, 82 Limpsfield Road,
Sanderstead, CR2 9EB [Info: office@
sandersteadec.org.uk or 020 8657 9502].
24–25 BELFAST, N. Ireland: Winter Bible
Convention at Great Victoria Baptist
Church, 66A Great Victoria Street,
Belfast, BT12 5EE [Info: 028 9032 2156 or
contact@gtvicbaptist.com].

March and April are reserved for
study, preparation and writing.

