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Z Important update Y

T

hose who receive Newsline by email will already have had a message about
much of what is to follow, but I can now make sure that all who receive it
can be brought up to date with my news. About four years ago I was diagnosed
with an interstitial lung disease, though it did not cause me any problems when
preaching or when doing anything else. Ever since, I have been monitored about
three times a year in London by a consultant at St Mary’s Hospital, Paddington.
Towards the end of last year, physical exertion began to make me breathless,
and somewhat constrained when preaching. In February, a CT scan showed a
change in the general lung condition, and revealed a small blood clot. I went
into St Mary’s for three days of intensive steroid treatment, since when I have
been on gradually decreasing maintenance doses of steroids and an anticoagulant. My next appointment with the consultant is on 5 June.
In January, I preached in Workington
and in my own home church in Banstead,
but in February I had to cancel a monthlong preaching tour planned in South
Africa, as the consultant advised me against
flying. The local organizers had done an
immense amount of work in putting the
tour together, yet were very gracious in
the way they accepted the situation. I did

not then preach for ten weeks, but at the
end of March two local churches kindly
allowed me to preach at their morning
services, to help me assess the situation.
The first and third engagements went well,
but the second was a little more difficult.
This was probably because a few days
earlier I had a 90-minute operation under
general anaesthetic to correct Dupuytren’s
contracture on two fingers of
my right hand. This seemed
to be successful, but meant
being unable to use my
computer for a while and
unable to drive for two or
three weeks—to say nothing
of depriving me of nearly two
months’ exercise on the golf
course! Rehab is very slow,
and initially included weekly
visits to a hand therapist in
Guildford. It could apparently

‘As much as I can, as well as I can, for as long as I can’
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be six months to a year before the problem
is completely resolved.
All of this has affected my planning
for 2017, especially the Popular Christian
Apologetics tours that for fifteen years have
been a major part of my ministry—and
another factor played into this. Howard
Williams, who does all the driving on
tours as well as handling books and
doing other practical things so brilliantly,
was recently appointed Captain of the
Golf Club Managers’ Association, so
has a full schedule of engagements and
responsibilities that make it impossible to
add our tours this year. We have been able
to squeeze just one in—in Northern Ireland
in September, so we both look forward to
that.
None of the above has left me totally
unable to be involved in ministry, not
least in answering many emails asking
questions or seeking advice. I have also
been able to complete manuscripts for
two new evangelistic books, which I hope
will be published later in the year. The
first is provisionally titled Does life have
any meaning? and the second is The truth
about Hell. I already have a 330-page book
Whatever happened to Hell?, but my pastor,
Dan Green, has often urged me to write
a booklet Christians could use in their
personal evangelism: this is it!
At the time of writing, plans for the rest
of the year (other than engagements in the
calendar) are obviously unclear, and there
are many questions to be answered. After
fifteen years, should the Popular Christian
Apologetics tours come to an end? How can
I best balance preaching and writing? What
should I do about invitations to the United
States, Australia, Albania and elsewhere
overseas? In all of this I need God’s gracious
guidance, and I value your prayers for this.
Please also pray that the lung condition will
be controlled or cured, so that preaching

will not be hindered in any way. You
may be sure that whatever happens I am
committed to my mission statement to do
‘as much as I can, as well as I can, for as
long as I can’!

THANK YOU!

My warmest thanks to friends who
have sent gifts to support my ministry.
These have been especially appreciated
at a time of enforced cancellation of
preaching engagements. As promised,
God has graciously continued to meet all
my needs.
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Z Evangelical Press Y
asked Graham Hind, the Managing Director of EP Books, to
Ihave
contribute this page.
One of the many privileges of working
with EP is the long and fruitful relationship
with John Blanchard. His books have been
a mainstay of the EP catalogue for many
years and his productivity and range of
interest make the relationship an active one.
Most of John’s titles are ‘long life’ meaning
that sales continue for many years after the
initial release. That does not mean that the
presses simply keep rolling: layouts need
to be refreshed and sometimes editorial
updates are necessary. Take for example
references to cassette tapes or floppy disks:
they are typical examples of the need to
update.
Some things never need updating,
and one of EP’s greatest privileges is the
production and distribution of Ultimate
Questions. Now in its thirtieth year, this
precious resource still sells very well in the
UK and the USA. There are many language
translations to deal with in addition to the
four English versions (KJV, NKJV, NIV
(1984) and ESV. In 2014 a complete redesign
in a new format with new photographs was
released. So far Dutch and Spanish versions
have been produced in the new format.
Portuguese will follow shortly (the text is
being checked in Brazil). There are new
translations of other versions in process: it
is not only English that seems to be forever
changing! In the recent past a new Tamil
version was prepared by Tamils living in
New Zealand and then printed in India.
Ukrainian friends are working on a new
translation right now, planning a new
outreach in their war-torn country. It’s not
only the ever-popular ‘UQ’—our picture
shows the newly-released German version
of Where is God when things go wrong?

The publishing world has changed
dramatically in the past few years. Apart
from the impact of eBooks and shifting
sales patterns as the internet takes an everlarger share of business, there is now an
increasing demand for shorter books in
a more readable style. John has adapted
well to these changes: some books have
been revised and trimmed, and new titles
like Why Jesus? are fresh, attractive and
accessible by anyone prepared to give time
to reading. Which reminds me: when
did you last buy a book and give time to
reading?
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Z ‘Of the making of books …’ Y
‘… there is no end’, the Bible says, though I hope that the titles the Lord enables

me to write will not ‘weary the body’ of those who read them! Here are the
latest ones that EP Books have published, all of which can be ordered from
10ofthose at 0330 223 3423 or 10ofthose.com. All three are strongly evangelistic,
and designed to help Christians as they share the gospel with others.
Does atheism make sense? This 74-page
book asks whether atheism makes cosmic,
reasonable, scientific, living, human or
moral sense. It then explains why in each
case the answer is ‘No’, before going on to
show that in each case God is the only one
who does.
Science Fiction: Countless people believe
that amazing advances in science and
technology mean that we no longer need
God to answer the questions we ask about
the nature of the universe and the meaning
of human life. In this 126-page book
I tackle the issue head-on and show the
fundamental flaws in this kind of thinking,
before going on to show that belief in God
is beyond science and that he alone can
reveal truth that science can never discover.
Why Jesus?: Some estimates say there are
as many as 4,200 religious belief systems
in the world today. In The Encyclopaedia

of Religion and Ethics, the General Index
alone runs to 660 pages, so anyone who
wants to find the right religion is faced with
a bewildering array of choices. How do we
answer those who ask, ‘How do you know
that Christianity is the only true one?’ In
this 83-page book I look closely at the birth,
life, death and resurrection of Jesus and
show that nobody else in human history
has demonstrated that his claims to be God
are true.
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Z For your encouragement Y
Following up

Tricia Rubens continues to do superb work
in responding to those converted reading
Ultimate Questions and who have asked
for a free copy of Read Mark Learn. By
arrangement with EP Books she also sends
gifts of other books to help recent converts
grow in their faith.
In a recent email, Tricia told me, ‘A large
number of the requests are from those
in prison in various parts of the world,
including the USA, Canada, Switzerland,
Zambia and the UK. Those in prison have
time to study the Word of God and I tell
them that maybe God has allowed them
to be there for that very purpose. It is so
encouraging when a prisoner says how
much they appreciate both your books and
those of other EP authors.’

Ulster initiatives

My long-time friend Eric Clarke from
Northern Ireland let me know that
at Easter this year five churches in the
Moira area combined to place copies of
Why the Cross? in 2,000 nearby homes. It
was good to hear this, as the two Easterrelated booklets—Why the Cross? and
Jesus: Dead of Alive? were written partly
in the hope that churches would use them
to reach people living in their area. Just
before hearing from Eric, my good friends
Eric and Lorraine Watterson, also from
Northern Ireland, told me that a group
of young people had bought 300 copies
of Ultimate Questions and 300 copies of
Where is God when things go wrong? to
offer to householders in their church’s
area. This is another example of vision and
initiative, which it would be good to see
other churches copying.

The next season-related booklet is Why
on earth did Jesus come?, which would be
ideal to use as Christmas approaches. Why
not see if your church would consider using
this in quantity, placing the true Christmas
message in neighbours’ hands? TenofThose,
the EP Books UK distributor would offer an
excellent discount for bulk orders.

Greek postscript

In the last issue of Newsline there was a
report on the very productive preaching
tour Pam and I paid to Greece last autumn.
I had taken the unpublished manuscript
of Does Atheism Make Sense? with me, as
I thought this title could help to meet a
need in that country. I recently heard from
George Kantartzis, who organized the tour,
that the book has now been translated into
Greek, and it is hoped it will be published
soon.
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H

 Pam’s Page 

aving enjoyed Christmas with our family, we began the New
Year busily preparing ministry for a four-week preaching tour
in South Africa. In January, we had separate breakfast speaking
engagements in Guildford on the same day, and it was a real joy for me to speak
at a ladies’ event in my previous home church. It is always something special
when we are able to serve the Lord together and this seemed a good way to start
2017. We were then gearing up for South Africa when a lung consultant advised
John not to fly. It was with great reluctance we had to cancel the tour, especially
as John had about thirty speaking engagements booked, and our constant
thoughts and prayers were for those who had to cancel meetings there.
Suddenly we found ourselves at home,
when the first priority had to be to help
John to recover. We knew the Lord would
continue to show us the way forward,
so have been at peace as we continue to
commit it to Him. The time was not wasted,
as we found ourselves able to complete
many outstanding jobs around the house,
and John was quickly back to writing more
books. As recovery progressed and John
started preaching at local churches again
it was a joy to me to help by making his
books available after the meetings. It was
a blessing when people came and shared
how they had come to faith reading one
of the books or had grown spiritually as a
result, and their testimonies were a huge
encouragement.
John and I share a keen interest in
Eastern Europe and over the years have
been involved in many different countries
there. I had served as a board member
of Transform Europe Now (formerly
Eurovangelism) so it was a joy when John
was asked to speak at their conference

last year. It was that link that caused us
to make contact with Viorica and Cecilia
in Greece and mentioned in the last
Newsline. They are working with women
who have been trafficked and also with
those snared in prostitution. Help is given
to those they meet on the streets, and
as a means of helping the contacts find
work the “Threads of Hope” project has
been set up. This offers training in crafts,
literacy, book keeping and computers.
Recently more workers have been added
to the team. You can read more about
this project at www.threadsofhope.gr It
is an added encouragement to see how
the gospel continues to change lives and
to have that link again with Transform
Europe Now and with others who are
seeking to share the gospel.
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Z The Beatitudes are back! Y

D

ay One Publications told me that recent response to The Beatitudes for
Today has been such that it has had to be reprinted. Mark Roberts, Day
One’s Managing Director says,
DayOne are very pleased
to inform Newsline readers
that we are reprinting
John Blanchard’s book on
the Beatitudes. This is a
wonderful resource on this
part of the Sermon on the
Mount. Once again, John
Blanchard, engages the
reader and gives sound,
deep teaching in a way that
new and old Christians can
benefit from.
The normal retail price is
£8.00, but Newsline readers
can order copies for just
£6.00 (25% off ) post free.
To take advantage of this
offer, go to our website—
dayone.co.uk—and quote
‘Newsline’ at the Checkout
part of the website. If you
order by phone (01568
613740) or by post (Day
One Publications, Ryeland
Road, Leominster, HR6
8NZ) please indicate that
you are a Newsline reader

CAN YOU HELP?
Several hundred readers receive Newsline by email, which is a great
help as it saves the cost of postage. If you use the internet, please
consider joining them. Just send me a one-line message at jbsarnia@
gmail.com and I will arrange for this to be done.
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Y coming engagements 2017 Z

At the time of going to print these are my engagements for the next six months. For up
to date news, visit www.johnblanchard.org. Please pray for God’s enabling and blessing at
these events—and plan to attend any scheduled to be held near you. It would be a great
encouragement to meet you and to thank you personally for your interest in my ministry. I
would also consider other invitations for dates not already booked.

May
7 PORTUGAL: International Evangelical
Church of the Algarve, Vargem da Mao,
8100–000 Vale Judeu, Portugal [Info:
+351 289 328 635]
21 BANSTEAD: Banstead Community Church,
Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe,
Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 01737 300903
or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk].

June
17 DORNOCH, Sutherland: Dornoch Social
Club, School Hill, Dornoch, IV25 3PF
[Info: 01862 810483 or grant.fairns@ddcf.
org.uk]
18 (pm) INVERNESS: Gre yf r iars Fre e
Church, Balloan Road, Inverness, IV2
4PP [Info: 01463 714932 or mailto:
macleanmalcolmm@gmail.com]
July is reserved for study, preparation and writing.

August
13 BANSTEAD: Banstead Community Church,
Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe,
Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 01737 300903
or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk].
20 BANSTEAD: Banstead Community Church,
Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe,
Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 01737 300903
or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk].
27 BANSTEAD: Banstead Community Church,

Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe,
Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 01737 300903
or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk].

September
24 N.IRELAND: Moira Baptist Church, Clarehill
Road, Moira, Craigavon, BT67 0PD
[Info: 028 9261 3184 or eric@ingleside.
org.uk]
25 N.IRELAND: Carryduff Gospel Hall, 1
Comber Road, Carryduff, Belfast, BT8
8AN [Info: ddkennedy@btinternet.com]
27 N.IRELAND: Portadown Baptist Church, 117
Thomas Street, Portadown, Craigavon,
BT62 3AH [Info: 028 3833 9149 or
johnlkimber@btinternet.com]
28 N.IRELAND: Ballysillan Gospel Hall, 4–6
Ballysillan Park, Belfast, BT14 8HB [Info:
07802 920392 or info@raymccleery.com]
29 N.IRELAND: Portadown Baptist Church, 117
Thomas Street, Portadown, Craigavon,
BT62 3AH [Info: 028 3833 9149 or
johnlkimber@btinternet.com]

October
13–15 GUERNSEY: La Villiaze Evangelical
Congregational Church, Route de
L’Issue, St. Andrew’s, Guernsey, GY6
8YH—201st Anniversary services. [Info:
RJYerby@gmail.com or 01481 266068].

