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SOUTH AFRICA – THE RETURN

As my flight home left Cape Town on 3 May 2009 at the end of a remarkable Popular
Christian Apologetics tour in South Africa I already wished I had not dropped such broad
hints that this was The Bible Institute of South Africa
to be my last visit
to the country. Yet
Joyce’s serious illness made this seem
so likely that my
report in the next issue of Newsline was
headed ‘The Long
Farewell’.
I was wrong!
About a year ago Christian Book Discounters, which sponsors these tours, twisted my arm
severely and my love for South Africa is such that I could not resist; and in February I
gladly boarded a South African Airways flight, joined this time by Howard Williams, my
constant helper on UK-based tours.
We were to travel 13,000 miles in all, and began with seven days in the central province of Gauteng. We were guests in the home of John and Elaine Joubert, whose godly
hospitality greatly blessed us both. Our first engagement was in a Community Church in
Maraisburg, where to my great surprise the church was packed with some 250 people. The
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earnest pastor, Donald McKay, led a time of worship that was so meaningful that I would
have been glad to let it continue and to forgo the preaching, but the feedback from this
showed that it was ‘in the plan’.
The following day began with a breakfast meeting in Honeyridge Baptist Church, my
fifth visit there in the past ten years. So many people had booked that others were unable
to get a place, and an excellent event included many helpful questions. As I left, a young
man told me that his brother had been converted when I preached (at another church) in
2009, and that he himself had come to faith soon after hearing his brother’s testimony. The
evening meeting was in Bryanston Bible Church, where the hi-tech arrangements included
questions being sent by text and shown on large screens behind the platform. Well over
300 attended and the message was videotaped to be played at two morning services the
following day, raising the total audience to about 1,000.
As these were being shown I was preaching at 8.00am and 10.00am services in Rosebank
Union Church, Sandton, my fourth visit there. Rosebank is an interdenominational
evangelical church that began in a home in Illovo in 1906. It moved later to a ‘tin tabernacle’
and now, with about 1,000 members, meets in magnificent premises including a superb
bookstore and an excellent
café. Under the fine
leadership
of
Leigh
‘The Street’ at Rosebank Union Church
Robinson, Rosebank is
a significant Christian
influence in the northern
suburbs of Johannesburg
and preaching at two
well-attended
services
was a special privilege.
The evening service was
in Weltevreden Park.
Antioch Bible Church had
rented a larger building
for the service, but even
extra chairs were not enough to cope with the crowd, and some fifty people had to stand
(while the pastor, Tim Cantrell, sat on the floor!). It was uncomfortably hot, but the spiritual
atmosphere was wonderful and a brief interview before I preached set exactly the right tone.
Monday saw an event hosted by God First Church in a shopping centre in Bryanston.
Some thirty church leaders were joined by many others for two sessions, one on ‘Science
and religion’ and the other linking morality and Christianity. In the afternoon I did an
extended interview for Radio Pulpit, based in Pretoria, and this was broadcast nationwide
three days later.
Tuesday was the only free day on the tour, and friends kindly arranged for Howard and
me to join them for golf at the iconic Gary Player Country Club in Sun City. Unfortunately,
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it was by far the hottest day of the tour (well over 100oF) and after an exhausting five-anda-half hours in the searing heat it took me two days to rehydrate.
The next day we drove to Germiston for two sessions at the East Rand Pastors’ Fraternal. Speaking to men with greater gifts is always a privileged challenge and this event
was no exception. After the sessions I was filmed in an interview that included a slot called
‘Five Minute Theologian’. In the evening I spoke at the Faculty of Health Sciences of the
University of Witwatersrand University, Johannesburg. The 100 students included a very
vocal atheist who was effectively answered by an equally eloquent Christian student!
Thursday began with another sell-out breakfast meeting, this time back at Rosebank
Union
Church, With University
Sandton. In the of Durban students
afternoon we flew
the 300 miles to
Pietermaritzburg,
KwaZulu-Natal,
where the meeting
that night was at
Trinity
Church,
Hilton. When I
spoke there in 2006
there were seventy
at the meeting. This
time there were over
250, some of whom
provided
superb
questions to round off the evening. There was such a demand for the books made available
by CBD that thirty minutes after the end of the meeting people were still patiently queuing
outside in a fine drizzle to get to the table. Under the dedicated leadership of John Stimson,
Trinity Church has made great progress, including the founding of Grace School, housed in
purpose-built premises and with some 300 students.
Two universities were on the schedule for the following day, the University of KwaZuluNatal in Pietermaritzburg and the University of Durban. The second engagement (in the
evening) gave an excellent opportunity after the meeting to interact individually with a
number of students, who asked penetrating questions about issues that concerned them.
A Saturday morning drive took us to Port Shepstone for a ‘mini-congress’ of church
leaders and others at Revival Baptist Church, enthusiastically led by Dixon James. RBC is
off the beaten track and its premises are basic, but Dixon’s vision knows no bounds and
includes a small seminary. After a moving reception to two sessions, one lady told me that
her life had been transformed some forty years ago when reading one of my early books,
and that others have been a great help to her since.
On Sunday we were at Redpoint Church, Durban, a lively fellowship meeting in very
3

NEWSLINE - MAY 2013
impressive premises. Two days earlier, Grant Hazell, one of the pastors, had given me an
insight into modern South African culture, especially in Natal, and I framed my message to
reflect this. A congregation of some 700 listened intently and days later I was to hear of a
number of people who professed faith that morning. After the service the CBD book table
was overwhelmed. I then had a lunchtime meeting with staff members, at which I fielded
questions on relevant Christian issues. In the evening we drove to Hillcrest Baptist Church,
which I first visited in 1988 and which is making fine progress under the dynamic leadership of Clint Archer. The normal evening congregation of 150 was nearly doubled in size
for the service at which I had been asked to speak on ‘Has science got rid of God?’.
On the following morning we flew 1,000 miles from Durban to Cape Town. The
first engagement in the Western Cape was at the Bible Institute of South Africa, in Kalk
Bay. I had spoken there many times, but this last-minute addition to the schedule was
opened to people other than
Full house at Redpoint
students and faculty. The
result was a packed lecture
theatre, a helpful time of
worship, and an opportunity
to share from my heart some
of the things God had taught
me about himself during my
fifty years in the ministry.
The evening event that day
was in Hanover Park, where
the Apostolic Faith Mission
meets in a socially difficult
area. Late arrivals did not join
us until I was well into the message, but ‘the word of God is not bound’ and I was grateful
for this challenging opportunity. The next day saw us at St Matthew’s Church, Table View,
where I was warmly welcomed on my third visit. I had been asked to speak on ‘Dealing
with Dawkins’, a relevant topic in an increasingly secular society.
A lunchtime meeting at a huge insurance company in Pinelands the following day
drew fewer people than expected, but that evening things were very different in the
university town of Stellenbosch, when a big congregation at St Paul’s Church included
a large proportion of students. They reacted enthusiastically to the ministry — and to the
opportunity of getting books at CBD prices!
A very early start on the Friday had me at City Hollow Hotel, Cape Town, for a 6.30am
City Partnership Businessmen’s Breakfast. Speaking on the deity and humanity of Christ to
lawyers and others was a special privilege. So was the following engagement at Cape Town
Baptist Seminary, which now has over 1,000 graduates. A speech therapist there told me
that she uses my books to help in her work, and one of the staff showed me a Bible he was
given at a Filey Christian Holiday Crusade many years ago and pointed to my autograph
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appearing alongside those of people like A. Lindsay Glegg, George Duncan, Billy Graham,
Arthur Skevington Wood and others. That brought back many precious memories! Saturday
morning saw yet another breakfast meeting, this time at St Stephen’s Church in Claremont.
This was my first visit and I was surprised to see well over 100 people there. Geoff Gertzen’s
lively leadership prepared the way perfectly for the ministry and the response was excellent.
In the evening, the attendance at Mountainview Baptist Church, Lakeside, was double what
was expected.
Time out with the Temples
The final day of the
tour gave CBD planning
problems as the Cape
Town area was swamped
by the annual Argus Cycle Tour, in which 34,000
athletes ride for nearly
sixty-eight miles in the
biggest event of its kind
in the world. Many roads
were closed, forcing
some churches to cancel
at least their morning services. I escaped the event
in the morning by preaching well outside of the city, at Goodwood Baptist Church, my fifth
time there. My first visit was twenty-five years ago, before Roland Eskinazi became pastor
and it was a joy to serve him one last time before he moves to a pastorate in Brussels.
The tour ended at Tokai Community Church, Tokai, which had just moved into greatly
extended premises. It proved a high note on which to end the tour, especially as it is the
home church of CBD’s owner, Peter Temple, and his family. Peter and Helen Temple were
generous and understanding hosts throughout our week in Cape Town, and their support
meant much to us. CBD’s Janet Greener, who put the tour together and was a tower of
strength throughout, told me that a final invasion of the book table meant that tour sales
broke all previous records. I am not financially involved in this, but I rejoice in knowing
that many hundreds of titles are now ‘out there’. Please join me in praying that the Lord will
graciously use them to his great glory in the coming days.
Another ‘long farewell’? Watch this space!

THANK YOU!

My warmest thanks once again to friends who have recently sent ministry gifts
through the CM Trust. Your fellowship is greatly appreciated. Gifts sent directly to my
home address are always acknowledged personally at the time.
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Gems in the Emerald Isle
The Republic of Ireland holds many grateful memories for me, so I was delighted to respond
recently to an invitation from Peter Jeffers. Peter shared the leadership of MWE houseparties
with me in Norway and Austria many years ago and he and his wife Dorothy are longtime prayer partners, so staying in their Kinsale home
again for a few days was a special delight.
The Association of Baptist Churches in Ireland
has over 100 congregations, twenty-one of them in
the Republic, and this visit was under the auspices
of three of them. Westside Baptist Church, Bandon,
hosted an evening in the Trident Hotel, Kinsale, at
which Dónal Walsh, one of six people who survived
a fatal airplane crash at Cork Airport in 2011, was
sensitively interviewed by Craig Maiden, a Baptist
Missions worker. This prepared the way for me to
speak on ‘Where is God when things go wrong?’ to
a large and very receptive audience.
The second engagement was a lunchtime
gathering in the Brú na Sí Community Hall in the
small seaside town of Youghal and was hosted by
Youghal Baptist Church under the dedicated leadership of Mervyn Scott. Atrocious weather, and
timing that called for me to speak on ‘Anyone for
Heaven?’ while people were eating, made me anticipate a lack of attendance and attention, but I was wrong on both counts. Every guest was
given a copy of Ultimate Questions and a reporter from East Cork Herald interviewed me
for her paper. Later, Mervyn Scott interviewed me for a local radio programme.
That evening I spoke in the Park Hotel, Midleton, at the invitation of Midleton Baptist
Church, finely led by Andy Compton. By then the weather was so appalling that I thought
his estimate that fifty would come was way over the top, but double that number braved the
elements and God graciously enabled me to contribute to a memorable evening. This brief
visit went so well that Peter Jeffers is strongly suggesting that I plan a Popular Christian
Apologetics tour in the country. It might find that difficult to resist!

UNITED STATES – REPORT TO COME
This edition of Newsline is due to be issued while I am in the final days of a
preaching tour in the United States. I am grateful for your prayers and for the Lord’s
gracious enabling during ministry in S. Carolina, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Mississippi
and Ohio. I plan to have a full report in the next issue of Newsline.
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Treading where the saints have trod!
Until Good Friday this year I had never preached in a church which was virtually twice the
age of the pastor’s native country, but a church near Dover, in Kent, gave me that unique
opportunity. The pastor, Rick Battenfield, was born in the United States, whose Declaration
of Independence was signed in 1776, whereas Eythorne Baptist Church has roots that go
back to the middle of the 16th century. I was given the privilege of preaching two sermons
on its 463rd anniversary — though Rick told me that the Good Friday tradition ‘only goes
back to 1869’!
Its founders may well have been Huguenot refugees
who fled to England from the Continent to avoid the horrendous massacre of believers which came to a climax
on St Bartholomew’s Day 1572 when up to 30,000 were
slaughtered by their Catholic enemies. It seems that one of
the earliest Anabaptists at Eythorne was Joan Bourchier
(‘Joan of Kent’). Of considerable means and intelligence,
she was a lady-in-waiting at the courts of both Henry VIII
and Edward VI, but these connections were not sufficient
to spare her. Sentenced to death for heresy, she was imprisoned at Bekesbourne for a year, where she was frequently
pressed to recant. Refusing to do so, she was burned at the
stake on 2 May 1550.
Preaching in a church that ever since those days has
maintained a staunch evangelical witness was a privilege I
will long treasure, and to see nearly 300 people gathered in
a small village which has a population of only 2,500 was
remarkable.

THE GOSPEL IS THE POWER!
The Space Coast Seafarers’ Ministry in Cape Canaveral,
Florida, has some 25,000 visitors a year and Ultimate Questions, in many languages, is often used to share the gospel
with seafarers from all around the world. Mark Wodka, the
Director/Chaplain of SCSM, recently told me that his favourite Ultimate Questions story concerns a Chinese sailor who
was given a copy of the booklet in his native language, came
to faith in Christ, and is now involved in the underground
church in China. We continue to praise the Lord that in today’s secular age the gospel remains ‘the power of God for
salvation’!
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COMING ENGAGEMENTS 2013

At the time of going to press these are my engagements for the next four months. For news
of any additional meetings, visit www.johnblanchard.org. Please pray for God’s enabling and
blessing at these events — and plan to attend any scheduled to be held near you.
MAY
1
UNITED STATES: First Presbyterian Church, 200 North State Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39202 [Info: (601) 353 8316 or
jhyde@fpcjackson.org]
4-5 UNITED STATES: Cornerstone Bible Church, 45 W. Church Street, Xenia, Ohio 45385 [Info: (937) 372 4434 or
office@bcxenia.com]
20
IPSWICH: Shepherd Drive Baptist Church, Shepherd Drive, Pinewood, Ipswich, IP8 3SL [Info: 01473 422695 or
simon@shepherddrivebaptistchurch.co.uk]
30* GLASGOW: Sandyford Henderson Memorial Church, 57 Whittingehame Drive, Glasgow, G12 0YH
[Info: 0141 334 1611 or noel.peacock@glasgow.ac.uk]
31
ISLE OF ISLAY, Argyll and Bute: The Round Church, Bownmore [Info: 01463 226727 or rob@theroundchurch.org.uk]
JUNE
1-2 ISLE OF ISLAY, Argyll and Bute: The Round Church, Bowmore [Info: 01463 226727 or rob@theroundchurch.org.uk]
3*
DINGWALL, Highland: Dingwall Castle Street Church of Scotland, Castle Street, Dingwall [Info: 01349 867315 or
bruce@dingwall-church.co.uk]
4*
INVERNESS: Inverness East Church, Academy Street, Inverness, IV1 1LU [Info:01463 236695 or
dolina.coventry@invernesseast.com]
5*
ABERDEEN, Gilcomston: South Church, Union Street, Aberdeen, AB10 1TP [Info: 01224 647144 or
Dominic.smart@gilcomston.org]
6*
ELGIN, Moray: Elgin Baptist Church, Reidhaven Street, Elgin, IV30 1QH [Info: 01343548309 or
rev.graham@btinternet.com]
7*
PERTH, Perth and Kinross: Letham St Mark’s Church, Rannoch Road, Perth, PH1 2HH [Info: 01738 624167 or
diamondboy09@yahoo.com]
8*
DUNBAR, East Lothian: Bleachingfield Centre, Countess Crescent, Dunbar, East Lothian, EDH42 1DX
[Info: jslang@talktalk.net or 07768 096281]
9*
MUSSELBURGH, East Lothian: 68 New Street, Musselburgh, EH21 6JQ [Info: 07504503699 or jslang@talktalk.net]
18* DARLINGTON, Co. Durham: Central Hall, The Dolphin Centre, Horsemarket, Darlington, DL1 5RP [Info: 01325 310530
or john.rubens@epbooks.org]
19* DONCASTER, South Yorkshire: Bessacar Evangelical Church, Bessacar Lane, Doncaster, DN4 7PT [Info: 01302 531040
or kna.mca@2a.org.uk]
20* RIPON, North Yorkshire: Ripon Grammar School, 16 Clotherholme Road, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 2DG
[Info: 01765 604753 or roger.fay@epbooks.org]
21* SUNDERLAND, Tyne and Wear: Stockton Road, Sunderland, SR2 2AQ [Info: 0191 568 9710 or grmckee@hotmail.com]
22-23 GUISBOROUGH, Cleveland: Guisborough Evangelical Church, 10 Fountain Street, Guisborough, Cleveland, TS14 6PP
[Info: 01287 201576 or 077202 14158 or d.j.taylor@ntlworld.com]
JULY
6*
HANNEY, Oxfordshire: East Hanney Village Hall, East Hanney, Oxfordshire [Info: bobloader@ntlworld.com]
28
BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church, Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ
[Info: 07854 863618 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
AUGUST
4
BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church, Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ
[Info: 07854 863618 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
11
BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church, Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ
[Info: 07854 863618 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
18
BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church, Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ
[Info: 07854 863618 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
25
BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church, Banstead Junior School, The Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ
[Info: 07854 863618 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
31
NAILSEA, Somerset: Nailsea Baptist Church, 79 Silver Street, Nailsea, BS48 2DS [Info: 01275 859339
or 01275 854596 or ctnailsea@gmail.com]
* Indicates a Popular Christian Apologetics meeting

JOIN THE TEAM!

Thank you for reading Newsline. If you have not seen it before and
would like to receive future copies (by post or e-mail) please let me know at:
‘Sarnia’, 81 Lambert
Banstead,
2QU. and
E-mail:
jbsarnia@gmail.com
CCCF is aRoad,
registered
charity inSurrey,
England SM7
No. 281757
in Scotland
No.

